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FILMSTRIBEN
– Danish Film Institute goes streaming

• DFI distributes shorts and documentaries for the institutional market 

– schools and libraries

• Producers now take over distribution of dvds

• We still want to reach children and young people in the field of

education

• We still want to reach citizens of Denmark in their private homes

• Streaming video is the answer



Filmstriben
- a streaming video service

• Cooperation between DFI and DBC

• DBC runs Filmstriben – hosting, streaming, technical matters and 

subscriptions

• Streaming video in 2 resolutions – 850 kbit and 2,0 mbit

• Around 750 films available now – around 50 new films and 50 older 

films added each year

• Directed to schools and librairies



Libraries

• Libraries have been lending shorts and documentaries from DFI to all 

citizens – vhs-tapes and dvds

• All DFI’s films on Filmstriben are available for use in libraries - not in 

private homes – so far

• Filmstriben now has started to give access to people in their private 

homes – through the libraries – for a limited number of films

• DFI wants all new Danish documentaries to be available online - not 

only for institutions – but for all citizens of Denmark. 



Schools

• Unlimited access to all films – for teachers and pupils

• Teachers and pupils can watch the films at home – UNI-login

• Films of educational relevance have had first priority

• More than 100 films already have online study guides

• We are developing new interactive educational materials

• Free subscription for all educational institutions last year

• More than 1.700 schools have decided to pay for subscribtion this 

year – a success so far





Filmstriben
- statistics

Films: 742

Subscribers: 
Educational institutions: 1702 (app. 75 % of all)
Libraries/Municipalities, online viewing: 73  (out of 98)

Screenings, schools – 2009: 164.818
(2008: 58.347)



Filmstriben
- bandwidth consumption, 2009



Thematic versatility

• Shorts and documentaries

• Diversity and quality

• Immediacy

• Films for all school subjects – f. ex. :

• Litterature

• History

• Political and Social Science

• Science

• Etc.



Pedagogical versatility 

• ACCESS – is the key!!

• Spontaneity

• Immediacy

• Class screenings - group work - individual student work

• UNI-Login: Teacher Preparation and homework for pupils

• Project Work and main tasks

• All educational phases and processes



Interactivity and coherence 

• Film can be part of a larger virtual coherence

• Learning Resources - Study guides, etc.

• Web-based student tasks produced by teachers

• Interacting with other publishers and institutions - resource collections

• Virtual education - "Blended learning"



The future?

• Are schools ready for streaming video – technically and practically?

• Are teachers ready for streaming video – can they change habits?

• Will online distribution - in the long view - mean a jump ahead for the 

use of film in Danish schools?
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